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Renewable Energv
Incentives Abouncl!
By Susan Spencer

J mproving the energy efficiency of your home or business and
I

I using renewable energy reduce your carbon footprint and
your monthly utility bills. Energy rebates, tax credits and grants

make it even more affordable.

"Bight now it's the most amazing time for people to do renew-
able energy, especially in the commercial environment," says
George Olson, of P.V. Sullivan Supply Co., who guides cus-
tomers through the maze of programs.

Start saving with an energy audit. Massachusetts utility compa-
nies anange for free analysis of your building and give advice on
how to make it more efficient. Energy audits are typically required
in order to take advantage of energy-improvement rebates.

MassSAVE offers residential util itv customers rebates of 75
percent, up to $2,000, towards the cost of insulation and air
sealing, and other incentives for qualifying systems. NSTAR
offers small businesses rebates up to 70 percent 0f the instal-
lation cost for energy improvements.

The Massachusetts Technology Collaborative (MTC) pro-

vides rebates through the Renewable Energy Trust for instal-
lation of solar and wind energy systems, lts Commonwealth
Solar initiative offers up to $20,000 to homeowners who install
photovoltaic (PV) energy systems of 5 kilowatts or less.
Commercial projects can receive rebates for PV systems up to

500 kilowatts.

MTC's Commonwealth Wind orovides Micro-Wind rebates
for systems up to 10 kilowatts. The rebate provides incentives
to monitor wind-energy production. Other programs support
larger turbine installations.

Small businesses on Cape Cod can apply for grants 0f up to 25
percent of the cost of installing renewable energy systems and

energy improvements f rom the U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Rural Development program.

Federal tax credits of up to 30 percent for energy improvements
and renewable energy, and the Massachusetts 1 5 percent per-

sonal tax credit for renewable energy, lessen the sting come tax

I lme. cha

Database of State lncentives for Renewables and Efficiencv

www.dsireusa.org

Tax credits for energy effi ciency www.energystar.gov/taxcredits

Massachusetts Technology Collaborative www.masstech.org

Bural Energy for America Program www.rurdev.usda.gov
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