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Poetry in Motion
The country's state poet laureates gathe in Rhod. b*J

spread the word.

Not everyone likes poetry. Lisa Starr understanis- l:: il
heavy book that seems meant for a chosen feq-. f.ilii rd r
language and hidden meanings. But the Rhode Is-::: s
laureate wants you to give it another chance-r. :: 

-rstate poet laureates, eighteen of r*'hom s'ill hea j :: *,Lr
land on April 19 through 24 for'Poetry for Ho;e-- : cr
tion in honor of National Poetry Month. Along u -- sed
sights from Block Island to Blackstone Valley. the xr:--. ri
local schools, elderly communities and public sFac6 = r
ry readings, writing workshops and cultural er-e:'-.. Tl
will mark the fourth time the counqr's state poer --el
joined forces. "It's a great way to keep our s-ork fo:-r-r--:-r
and find new ways to get poetry activelv into all t- 

- 
q

munities," says Starr. "We want to create places u'--.o- 1
are listening to each other." Along the rvar', the poelr :rc -'- I
will discover that the world is full of funn1-. moring zccr
poetry. "We're taught that the things that happen to u-. r
important as the job we have and the car \r'e drise.- Sta

"Poetry is the language that can most accuratell'descrihe tt
ieties and fears we experience on a daill'basis.- For in-f;rn
visit arts.ri.gov/ stdtepoet. -N.M.

A ROOM OF THEIR OWN
Once in a new moon, women find a way to relax.

Life may be crazier than ever, but a group of local
women are taking a cue from history to set aside an
afternoon each month to relax and ref lect in a Red
Tent Temple.  The tradi t ion dates back to bibl ical
t imes, when women rested together in a separate
dwell ing during their monthly cycles, a'practice that
served as the context for Anita Diamant's bestselling
1997 novel, The Red Tent.

The ancient ritual is almost scandalous today. "We
live in a culture that's very, very busy," says Kate Siner
Francis, who co-founded the Providence Red Tent
Temple a year ago, when a group of women, aged
twenties to f i f t ies, boldly cal led a t ime-out to create
their modern-day retreat.

Set in a cozy alcove in an office suite on Waterman
Street, the Red Tent Temple is a lush cocoon offering
womb-like comfort: Red, gauzy fabric drapes over the
wall ,  a thick red chenil le blanket and plump cushions
cover the f  loor,  nour ishing soup steams in a s low
cooker. The women meet on the Sunday afternoon
closest to the new moon to gather in the Red Tentl
c i rc le,  where they spend a hal f -hour l is tening and
being l istened to about whatl  going on in their l ives.
The rest of the afternoon is devoted to whatever they
want-reading, drawing, chatting or taking a nap. "lt's
relaxing and also i l luminatingi 'says a Red Tent regu-
lar named Kathleen. "l always gain some new insight."

Similar Red Tent Temples have sprung up in major
cit ies throughout North America and Europe. " l  see i t
as a form of act ivism," says Siner Francis. " l t 's hard
to take time off to intentionally do nothing !' For more
informotion, contact Siner Froncis at azurekoiros@
gmail.com. -susAN SPENcER
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