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Cape Cod Harvest, oil on board, 11,,x

by susan spencer

An eveT-colorful , evolvinq vision
sweeping stroftes of white and. grag, punctuated 69 starft trees anil
s:npie ia:'m structures, capture the vast wintry solitude of the western plains in lc
.r . :Ri : :e:s paint ing,  Biqsku. warm fal l  tones of  golden marsh grass and a red cran-
c;.:- .g glimmer in cape codHarvest. whether captunng scenes near or far, Ritter
i: ' is ;:; : l i to her paintings with an almost joyous use of color, expressive brush-
'. i r:r ir j  er uncanny sensitivity for mood and the moment.

i :::: -s best known for her impressionistic landscape and seascape oil-on-board
:.: :: ::: :ut her sti l l  l i fe miniatures, l ikeyerq Berry, an image of mouth_watering
: -! :.-- '-:s ri strawberry ice cream, and Meltdown, with green ice cream dripping
:. -:= : - :.; co\\ 'n the edge of a sugar cone, are also visual delights. For Ritrer, coror
; :- : ",=:: -. lu can almost taste it. "l always have had this huge love of color,,,savs

: :.=- , -: .. ' ,es in Brewster "Color excites me. Darks and lights excite me.,,
:he scenery of places l ike Cape Cod, Colorado, and the Bahamas, Ritter
an international following for her expertly composed and emotionalh-
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evocat ive work.  St i l l ,  she sars she is always
spurred on by the desire to improve. "l 'm re-
al ly mot ivated by the idea that each paint-

ing I  do wi l l  be better than the last  one. I t 's
an uphi l l  c l imb,"  says Ri t ter ,  explaining that

she tries to avoid being defined by her sub,
ject .  "People expect you to do certain th ings
lvhen you get put into a niche. I  real ly l ike to
explore di f ferent angles."

Paint ing has been Rit ter 's fu l l - t ime focus
since 1992 She began her art  educat ion at
Penn State and Syracuse University, but was
inspired by her husband, Dwight, to explore
paint ing fur ther.  She at tended Boston's Mu-
seum School, took watercolor workshops on
Monhegan ls land, Maine, and studied with
nat ional ly known painters.  She is a member
nf the Cnnlpv Snr ietv nf  Rnstnn the C:ne

Cod Art Association, and Oil Painters of
America.

In 1996, her husband suggested a move
to his family's Brewster home. Jo Ann was
soon immersed in the Cape's arts commu-
nity. She notes that working as an artist can
be a diff icult way to make a l iving, but says
a successful partnership with Addison Art
Gal lery in Orleans has helped her succeed in
a competit ive market.

Ritter says she strives to paint for herself,
even though it 's easy to get caught up in do-
ing what sel ls.  She tr ies to explore new sub-

iects by expanding the abstract  qual i t ies of
a paint ing;  bui ld ing up thick layers of  parnt ,

b lurr ing the edges of  br ight ly contrast inq
colors,  twist ing t radi t ional  themes r , .  i : : -
whimsical ,  somet imes humorous touches

This summer,  the Ri t ters are Dr?:  :  a :  - '  : :

t rasts of  the Adirondacks, Mt Rus::-  -  -= - .  :

"Paint inp isnroblem-solr i r := : :  :  : ' : '
. - , . . . , . .b

you've thought about what vc- : :  :  - :  -

th"\;fr"r
Reunion on the Beach, oil on board. 11" x 14"

- '= }av, .  c I  on board,9" x12"

Works such as R.-uniln On Tfie Bi,i. ,: .,. - =-
people look almost secondary to br ig: :  =, , ,  ' .
las,  and Sanct i tg,  where a mother holc: :g ,  : -
ings St i l l ,  Ri t ter 's extensive port fc l : :  ;  :  .
air on your face, as in October Bci ir i l  D.t.

'  
-  -  ro f ram thc horr f  "

lo AnnRitter's art can be seen nt fhi \;i-r.'r !--. !.: :-t :l Rrute 28, Orleans, MA, 508-255-62OO. www.aililisonart.com.
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ani ly members seeming to f loat  away beneath tents and umbrel-
s.,. ept away on the far edge of a painting, show her abstract Iean-

- : ;  that  are so "Cape Cod" that  you can almost feel  the tangy sal t
'=J sweetness of a classic Cape garden in Hollqhocks.
::ailer. Ritter is looking forward to exploring the colors and con-
- :  the Southwest.

.cend t ime thinking before you actual ly start  paint ing.  Once

-' 
and Whitinsville, MA
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